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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Many exciting things are happening in Whittier!  As 
you’ll read about in more detail throughout this 
newsletter, our community is about to embark on 
several new endeavors.  Here are a few things that I 
would like to highlight: 
 

·  First, we are undergoing a “renovation” of our 
web site, www.gowhittier.org.  Newly elected 
Board member, Paul Zimnik, has graciously 
agreed to assume “Webmaster” responsibility 
of the site, and he has a number of terrific 
ideas for a new, online community.  I invite you 
to read his article to follow, and please share 
any feedback you have with Paul or the Board 
of Directors.  (Special thanks to Mark Nichols 
for his management of our web site in the 
past.) 

·  Next, we are in process of restoring the 
Whittier Social Committee and would like to 
invite you all to attend a meeting at Whittier 
Elementary School (cafeteria) on April 24th at 
7pm to begin the reformation.  (Refreshments 
will be served!)  If you are interested in 
volunteering with this group, please join us for 
the kickoff meeting.  (Once again, more details 
about this event can be found later in the 
newsletter.) 

·  Finally, I’m sure you all have noticed the 
changes at the entry of our community.  Within 
the next few months, the new retail shopping 
center is expected to open!  Personally, I am 
very excited about some of the new shops that 
are coming to Whittier.  (Please read further to 
learn more!) 

 
Note, our dedicated group of Board of Directors and 
Committee volunteers remains focused on bringing 
continued improvements to Whittier.  Whether the 
issues are centered on new activities, or safety, or 
even “day-to-day” functions like ACC or pool 
operations, we are committed to making Whittier the 
best community in Frederick County.   
 
Best wishes for an exciting year. 

  
Eric J. Struntz 
president@gowhittier.org 
 
P.S.  Please remember to checkout the web site - 
www.gowhittier.org. 
 

Spring 2006 Bulk Trash Collection 
The City of Frederick will start their spring 2006 bulk 
trash collection on Wednesday, April 12th through 
Friday, April 14th.  Whittier is considered part of Area 2.    
All residents who wish to participate must set out 
acceptable bulk materials no earlier than 6:00 pm on 
Tuesday, April 11th.    Pick up will occur in Whittier 
sometime between Wednesday 7:00 am (April 12th) 
through Friday evening (April 14th).   For more 
information on acceptable vs. unacceptable materials 
please visit the city’s website at 
www.cityoffrederick.com.  Go to Clean Up Campaign-
bulk pickup.  You can also contact the Department of 
Public Works at 301-694-1440 for more information. 
 

Trash Collection Holidays-2006 
 
The following is a list of holiday’s that the City of 
Frederick’s Department of Public Works does not 
provide trash collection services.   

�  Memorial Day, Monday, May 29 
�  Independence Day, Tuesday, July 4 
�  Labor Day, Monday, September 4 
�  Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 23 
�  Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 
 
Residents should NOT set their trash out the night 
before these holidays. Residents are asked to hold 
their trash until the next regularly scheduled trash 
collection day. 
 
As always, please DO NOT place your trash cans 
and recycle bins in public view on days other than 
trash collections days.  The trash cans and recycle 
bins should always be stored inside your garage or 
in the rear yard hidden from public view.  
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 The New Whittier Online Community – 
gowhittier.org version 2.0 

Whittier is a great place to live and we all want to keep 
it that way. With about 3,500 residents, we can©t all 
know each other individually, but we do all share a 
desire to keep where we live and raise our families 
safe, beautiful, and comfortable. This is the goal of the 
new Whittier Online Community (or WOC for short), 
found at www.gowhittier.org. Here we want to cultivate 
a sense of community by allowing each of us in 
Whittier to not only know more about our 
neighborhood, but also to become more involved in it.  

We already use the Internet to stay in touch through 
emails and looking up information (when we can find 
it!) on the web. Many web pages created in the past, 
however, are static. For such a web page, the 
bottleneck is often the webmaster. He or she gets a 
request each time anyone wants to post anything. It is 
more like a broadcast than a web.  

In recent years, there have been waves of new 
internet phenomena, such as Wikipedia, Real Simple 
Syndicates (RSS), open-source movement, and web 
logs (blogs). They are collectively known as Web 2.0 
and their key value is allowing us to participate in the 
web, not just read it. WOC is a Web 2.0 site. It’s 
primarily designed to provide you with easy-to-find 
information about Whittier, but it can also help you 
compose and present website content such as 
articles, photos, and even your own blog.  

 

On WOC, examples of some of the information you 
will find include:  

·  Garbage collection and recycling schedules  
·  Pool hours and rules  
·  Applications for the Architectural Review 

Committee  
·  Whittier’s parking policy  
·  Copies of the Whittier Express newsletter  
·  Copies of Whittier community policies  
·  Contact information if you have a question 

about Whittier  

 

Most of the content on WOC is stored in a database. 
Text and images are submitted by filling in forms via a 
web-browser, like Firefox or Internet Explorer. This 
makes it easy to quickly add or change content, 
without requiring knowledge of HTML or other web-
technologies on the part of the person providing the 
content. Fortunately, WOC is designed to make this 
relatively easy. Very little technical knowledge is 
assumed.  

While you can go on the site now and read content 

provided by the Whittier Community Association or 
your neighbors in Whittier, the real power of the site 
will be when you decide to add content to WOC. 
Though details may vary, the basic process involves 
these steps:  

1. Register with WOC  
2. Log in by typing the user name and password 

supplied you in the registration step, and  
3. Create content (e.g., articles, stories) into 

forms.  

More details are available online in our user guide, 
which you can find at www.gowhittier.org/user-guide. 
I’ll even be hosting several “Get to Know your WOC” 
seminars over the coming month where you can learn 
more about WOC and the Internet. Look for these to 
be posted on WOC soon.  

 

If you have any questions or comments about WOC, 
feel free to write me an email to 
webmaster@gowhittier.org.  

 

See you online!  

Paul Zimnik 
Webmaster, Whittier Online Community 
 

Lakefront Center, LLC Update 
The Lakefront Center’s retail construction is nearing 
completion and anticipates the opening of some stores 
in early May 2006.  Here are just a few of Whittier’s 
new retail neighbors:    
 

�  Lintini’s Restaurant Pizzeria 
�  Ladies Fitness Center   
�  Queen’s Nails  
�  Meadow’s Ice Cream Parlor  
�  The Coffee Shop  
�  Whittier Dry Cleaner 
�  Village Market-a 4,000 square ft. store which 

will showcase a deli, bakery, produce and 
feature freshly prepared entrees & sides.     

 
Kiddie Academy Daycare expects to begin 
construction sometime in March.  Currently, the 
architectural design for the two-story office building is 
in the works.  Anticipated completion of this building is 
spring 2007.   
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5K Race for Heroes held June 3rd at 
Whittier Elementary 

 
Whittier Elementary School will be hosting their 2nd 
Annual 5K Race for Heroes on Saturday, June, 3, 
2006.  The Heroes Race benefits the reading and 
math incentive programs and the Fort Detrick Family 
Advocacy program. Last year’s race raised around 
$3000 with 250 participating.  Folks can run the 5k 
race or a 1 mile fun run/walk around Whittier Lake.  
There are other ways to support this worthy program 
even if you’re not a runner through donations or 
sponsorships.  
 For more information contact:      Dennis K. Crockett 
                                                       Whittier Elementary 
School 
                                                       240-236-3126 
                                                       
Dennis.crockett@fcps.org                                       
 

Whittier’s Neighborhood Annual Yard Sale  
Forget your cares 
Put out your wares 

And make some money! 
Communitywide yard sales tend to generate a very 
nice turnout of shoppers looking for great finds at 
reasonable prices.  Any interested single family or 
townhome Whittier resident interested in setting up 

your “store,” feel free to join us for the upcoming yard 
sale.  The HOA will place an ad in the Frederick News 

Post. 
Saturday, June 10, 2006 
8:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Rain or Shine 
 

Social Committee Volunteers Wanted 
 

Do you love to party and like to plan?  Would you like 
to have some fun by putting all your great ideas into 
action as a valuable member of Whittier’s newly 
formed Social Committee?   This committee will play a 
vital and important role in rejuvenating a sense of 
community in Whittier.  Would that be you?  If so, we’d 
like to invite you to Whittier Elementary School on April 
24th at 7pm for a “kickoff” meeting in the cafeteria.  
Refreshments will be served.  Some possible ideas for 
Social Committee activities include:  pool party, 
Halloween parade, Easter egg roll, Octoberfest, 
annual yard sale, best kept yard, best kept home and 
holiday decorating contests and more.    Please join us 
and bring your own great ideas and enthusiasm for 
what promises to be a fun and exciting new Social 
Committee.  
 
 

Exterior Home Maintenance  
Re-inspection Spring 2006 

Whittier’s annual maintenance inspections were 
completed in the fall 2005.  If you received a 
maintenance violation letter and form from Vanguard 
Management, please complete all maintenance and 
repairs listed on the form by April 15, 2006. The re-
inspections will take place after this date.  Pool passes 
will not be distributed to homeowners with outstanding 
maintenance items.  Please note that all homes with 
outstanding maintenance items, after the re-
inspections, will have to be inspected again 
individually before pool passes will be distributed.  
This may cause a delay in receiving your pool passes 
for several weeks before another inspection can take 
place.  The best way to ensure that you receive your 
pool passes in a timely manner is to make sure all 
maintenance is completed by April 15th!    
 

Please Pick Up Your Newspaper 
If you read and enjoy your free Gazette paper that is 
delivered to each Whittier home, that’s great!  Please 
pick it up promptly.  On the other hand, if you don’t 
read it please take a moment to contact the Gazette to 
cancel it.  Too many of these unread papers are left all 
over sidewalks, yards, common areas, and streets, 
littering the Community.  It just doesn’t look like a well 
maintained Community when there are newspapers 
piling up all over the place.  Some papers have been 
seen in the same place for weeks.  What an eyesore!  
To cancel call:  The Frederick Gazette circulation 
department at 301-670-7350.  Hours are 8:30-5 
Monday-Friday.     Another way to cancel is go to 
www.gazette.net.  Find “Contact us” in the upper right 
hand side and send them a quick email to cancel.  
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.   
 

Owner’s Responsibility to Maintain 
Property 

As warmer weather approaches, it is important to 
remember that each home in Whittier makes up our 
community.  As with anything we care about and 
invest a lot of time and money in, it is very important to 
keep our properties looking their best.  Maintaining the 
exterior with regular maintenance will not only help 
retain our homes value, but equally important, creates 
a sense of pride and enjoyment for all that live in this 
beautiful community.  With that in mind, all 
homeowners are reminded that that keeping their 
properties attractive and well maintained is not only 
part of the Whittier Association rules but very much a 
matter of respect and common courtesy for us as well 
as our neighbors. Never underestimate what a positive 
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effect a beautifully maintained yard and home has on 
“curb appeal.” Nothing says pride of ownership better 
than a well maintained yard and home.           
 
Whittier’s Covenants:  Article V, Section 2 “Owner’s 
Responsibility” “Each owner shall keep each lot owned 
by him, and all improvements therein or thereon, in 
good order and repair and free of debris, including but 
not limited to the seeding, watering and mowing of all 
lawns, the pruning and cutting of all trees and 
shrubbery, and the painting (or other appropriate 
external repair and maintenance care) of all buildings 
and other improvements, all in a manner with such 
frequency as is consistent with good property 
management.”   

New Policy Resolution for Vehicle 
Parking Violation Procedures 

Have you heard? The Whittier Board of Directors 
adopted a new vehicle violation policy in January 
2006.  All homeowners were sent a written letter 
informing them of the policy change and a copy of the 
actual policy itself called “Policy Resolution for Vehicle 
Parking Violation Procedures.” This policy supersedes 
any and all other policies that may have been 
previously enacted by any Board of Directors for The 
Whittier Community Association, Inc.   Please read the 
actual policy for specific details which can be found on 
our website at www.gowhittier.org.  The following 
items are a general overview of the policy only.     
 

�  Vehicles must display current registration 
plates, vehicle registration and be capable of 
passing current Maryland State Motor Vehicle 
Administration inspections at all times while in 
Whittier. 

�  Whittier has the right to tow any vehicle, at 
the owner’s expense, that does not meet the 
legal requirements stated in the vehicle 
policy. 

�  Any subsequent violation involving the same 
vehicle(s) within six (6) month of the initial 
violation will result in the immediate removal 
of such vehicle without further notification.    

�  Junk Vehicle is classified as:  any vehicle that 
is incapable of passing current Maryland 
State Motor Vehicle inspections, any vehicle 
that does not display current registration 
plates, any vehicle which is in visible 
disrepair, any vehicle which is inoperable or 
remains stationary in the common parking 
areas or driveways for a period exceeding 
(15) fifteen days.   

�  Any vehicle that poses a hazard that can 
impede access of emergency vehicles, 
parked in a fire lane or which otherwise 
impedes the safe ingress and egress of 
private automobiles.   

�  There are additional regulations for trailers, 
campers, motor homes, trucks, etc. Please 
see the actual policy for details.    

Reporting Suspicious Activity 
Whittier is truly fortunate to enjoy a safe neighborhood.  
But we can’t take this for granted.  In order to keep it 
this way, all neighbors must report suspicious, criminal 
and unlawful activity, as well as hazardous conditions 
that might be seen.  Neighborhoods stay safer 
because of neighbors who care.   
 
The City of Frederick Police has repeatedly told the 
Whittier HOA that the best way to make a difference in 
a Community is for residents to be observant and 
report anything that feels suspicious - CALL THE 
POLICE.  Sometimes citizens fail to act because they 
are not sure if what they are observing is suspicious 
activity.  A good rule to follow:  when in doubt, call the 
police, immediately!  Trust your instincts.  If something 
or someone makes you feel uneasy-report this as 
suspicious to the non-emergency number of the City of 
Frederick Police at 301-694-2100. Please reserve 911 
for emergencies only.   
 
Remember, you can report ANONYMOUSLY, so don’t 
let that stop you from calling if you think the activity is 
illegal or suspicious. All information given is kept 
confidential.    
  What are some examples of suspicious activity? 

�  Apparent business transactions conducted 
from a vehicle, especially around schools or 
parks and if juveniles are involved…a constant 
flow of strangers to and from a particular 
residence on a regular basis especially during 
late or unusual hours…could all be indicative 
of drug sales. 

�  Sound of breaking glass could indicate a 
possible burglary or vandalism.  

�  Person’s loitering around schools, parks, 
secluded areas, or in the neighborhood. 

�  A crowd of people hanging out on the street 
that disappear or change habits when people 
or police drive by.  Those who have nothing to 
hide-hide nothing! 

�  Loud noises and/or screaming from your next 
door neighbors could indicate a fight/robbery 
or an assault. 

�  Strangers entering your neighbor’s home while 
your neighbor is away… or a moving truck or 
van pulling up to a neighbor’s house while 
they are away. Burglaries often occur at times 
when “appearances” seem normal.  

 
Again, we are very fortunate to live in a safe 
community like Whittier.  The only way to keep a 
community this way is to be mindful, watchful and 
report suspicious activity.   
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The Realtor ’s Corner   
By Sue Collins, ReMax 100 
 
 
As I look around our neighborhood, it is clear that Whittier 
is aging very nicely (if only I could say the same about 
myself!).  Our first single family homes and townhomes 
were completed in the fall of 1990 and residents began 
occupying our condominiums in early 1993.  So even 
though the homes we live in range from 15 years old to 
brand new, our community continues to be one of the most 
sought after in Frederick County because of the care and 
pride of ownership demonstrated by our residents.   But 
regardless of whether your home has that “new home smell”  
or is starting to show its age, there are always opportunities 
to make improvements, both big and small. 
 
A recent issue of Realtor Magazine published by the 
National Association of Realtors (NAR) discussed the cost 
vs. value of remodeling projects and gave an average return 
on investment by project, by region.   Here’s a sampling of 
some of the recouped costs based on averages for the 
Eastern part of the country: 
 

·  Deck addition – Adding a 16 x 20 deck using 
pressure-treated lumber , including a bench , a 
planter and three steps to grade, would cost an 
estimated  $11,366 but homeowners could recoup 
95.7 percent of that cost because the addition 
would likely add $10,879 to the resale value of 
their home. 

 
·  Basement remodel – Creating a 20 x 30 area with a 

wet bar and a separate full bath would likely cost 
$52,585 and bring a resale value of $43,095, 
enabling homeowners to recoup 82 percent of the 
remodel costs. 

 
·  Minor Kitchen remodel – Updating a 200 square 

foot kitchen with new cabinet doors, laminate 
counters, a new wall oven, cook top, sink and 
faucet, vinyl flooring, and new trim and paint 
would cost approximately $15,172 but would 
recoup 100.9 percent of the improvements by 
adding $15,316 to the resale value of the home. 

 
Although these are all “big”  projects and based on 
contractor pricing, even small improvements like paint, new 
carpet, and landscaping are always good investments.  Paint 
is the least expensive improvement but has the quickest 
impact on your home’s value.  It is also something many of 
us can do ourselves!   
 
On the flip side, some costly investments may not increase 
your value at all.  That textured floral wallpaper in your 
dining room that you paid $1,500 to buy and hang won’ t 
add $1,500 to the value of your home.  In fact, it may even 
reduce the value of your home because whoever moves in 

will have to take into consideration the time and money to 
remove the wallpaper.  
 
The concept is the same whether you are dealing with a big 
project or a small project --there is no guarantee you will get 
all of your investment back. But don’ t let that stop you if 
what you are after is more attractive and functional living 
space for you and your family to enjoy while you live in the 
home.  When the time does come to sell your home, a 
remodeled kitchen will be more appealing than an original 
kitchen; a home with a deck will be more appealing than 
one without; and a freshly painted older property more 
attractive than one in its original condition.  Most of us are 
living in our biggest investment and we want the best pay 
off when the time comes to move on. As I tell my children 
(whether they listen is another story), make smart decisions 
and it will pay off in the end. See you at Home Depot! 
 
The Realtor’s Corner will be an on-going article for the 
Whittier newsletter.  Further topics will include “ How much 
are homes worth in Whittier and how does that compare to 
the recent past,”  “ How to get your home ready to sell”  and 
more!  If you have a topic you would like to see covered, 
please email Sue Collins at suecollins@suechapin.com or 
call her at 301 360-1126. 
 
 
       
Place an Ad in the  
Whittier Express Newsletter 
 
Our rates are as follows:   

Full page ad     $75.00 
Quarter Page   $35.00 
Half page ad     $50.00 
Business Card  $25.00 

Contact:  
newsletter@gowhittier.org   

Check payable to:  
Whittier Community Association 

Mail to: 
c/o Vanguard Management  
PO Box 39 
Germantown, MD, 20875 – 0039 

                
 


